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The Purpose of Education

u Moral and Intellectual Development: To cultivate both the soul's virtues 
(wisdom, courage, temperance, justice) and intellectual capabilities.

u Discovering Truth: Education is not about putting knowledge into the soul, 
but turning the soul towards the light – towards true knowledge (Forms).

u Creating Philosopher-Kings: To identify and train the most capable 
individuals to become ideal rulers, guiding the state with wisdom.

u Social Harmony: To ensure each individual fulfils their natural role in society, 
leading to a harmonious and stable state.



Stages of Education

u Two stages-Primary Education & Higher Education

u Primary

u Early Childhood (0–6 years)
u Moral stories, music, physical exercise

u Primary Education (7–18 years)
u Gymnastics for the body, music & literature for the soul

u Military & Civic Training (18–20 years)



Higher Education

u Selection Test
u Advanced Education (20–30 years)

u Mathematics, geometry, astronomy, dialectics

u Philosophical Training (30–35 years): Selection Test after 30

u Leadership Preparation (35–50 years)
u Ruling with wisdom and justice



Highlights (early Years)

u Focus: Character formation, physical development, and instilling basic virtues. This stage 
aims to shape the desires and emotions of the young.

u

Key Subjects:
Music and Literature:
Not just melodies, but a broad cultural education including poetry, myths, stories, and 
harmony.
Purpose: To shape the soul, instil courage, temperance, and justice through exposure to 
noble examples and harmonious rhythms.



Contd.

u Gymnastics :
Physical training encompassing exercise, diet, and healthy living.

u
Purpose: To develop a strong, healthy body, but more importantly, to instil 
discipline, resilience, and courage. A sound body supports a sound mind.
Balance: Emphasized a balance between music and gymnastics, as too 
much of one could lead to weakness or savageness.
Goal: To prepare the soul for higher intellectual pursuits by harmonizing its 
parts. Those lacking aptitude for further study would be filtered out at this 
stage and become artisans or auxiliaries, fulfilling vital roles within the 
society based on their natural talents. This stage also acts as a preliminary 
selection process.



Highlight (later stage)

u Selection: Only those demonstrating exceptional intellectual and moral 
aptitude from the early stages continue. This rigorous selection ensures only 
the most promising individuals advance.

u Key Subjects:
u Mathematics (Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy, Harmonics):

u Not studied for practical application, but as a bridge to abstract thought.
u Purpose: To draw the mind away from the sensory world and towards eternal, 

unchanging truths (the Forms). Mathematics trains the mind in precision, logical 
deduction, and the understanding of universal principles.

u Progression: Students would progress through these subjects, building their 
capacity for abstract reasoning.



Contd.

u Dialectic (Philosophy):
u The culmination of the educational process, typically beginning around age 30 for the most 

gifted.

u Purpose: Involves rigorous logical debate, questioning assumptions, and critical inquiry to grasp 
the ultimate Forms, especially the Form of the Good. This is the direct contemplation of truth.

u Method: A process of question and answer, refutation, and logical argumentation aimed at 
uncovering fundamental truths.

u Duration: This intensive philosophical study would last for about five years.

u Goal: To enable individuals to move beyond the world of appearances and mere opinion 
to grasp eternal, universal truths, leading to genuine wisdom and the capacity for rational 
governance. This stage is designed to produce philosopher-kings.



Allegory of the Cave

u Education as a journey from ignorance to 
enlightenment

u Prisoners in the cave = uneducated minds
u The sun = ultimate truth and the Form of the 

Good
u Education frees and guides the soul towards 

truth



Relevance

u Importance of Education: Emphasized education as 
fundamental for societal well-being.

u Moral Purpose: Education should cultivate virtue and 
character.

u Holistic Development: Integration of physical, moral, 
and intellectual training.

u Philosophical Inquiry: Valuing critical thinking and the 
pursuit of fundamental truths.



Criticism….??????


